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Susan Cho’s decision to get inked was not frivolous, but practical

A 
year ago, Susan Cho of 
Alewa Heights was ap-
proaching her 70th birth-
day and was having bad 
dreams about getting 

lost and not knowing how to find her 
way home.

With a history of dementia in her 
family, she was afraid of developing the 
same condition, although she’s of 

sound mind and in good health. Cho 
was seeing more frequent news re-
ports about older people becoming 
confused and wandering about without 
identification, which increased her anx-
iety about how it could happen to her, 
she said.

That’s why she decided to get a tat-
too in August, a couple of months 
ahead of her October birthday. She 
wasn’t being frivolous, like following a 
trend or making a fashion statement.

Instead, she had her daughter’s 

name and phone number inscribed on 
her left arm right below her wrist, with 
a tiny butterfly adorning the first line: 
“if found…”.

The tattoo would serve as perma-
nent identification in an emergency, 
Cho thought, as she was always forget-
ting to put on her iWatch, which in-
cludes her identification and medical 
information. She never liked wearing 
medical alert bracelets.
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Susan Cho received a tat-
too from artist Steven 
Lam at the Working Class 
Tattoo Parlor in Kaimuki 
in August. Cho’s daugh-
ter, Lisa K. Cho, docu-
mented the occasion with 
a series of photographs. 
The tattoo, a tiny butterfl y 
with her daughter’s name 
and phone number, 
serves as a permanent 
form of identifi cation. 


